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Art Unit: 3727 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-7, 13-24, and 30-45 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Connolly in view of Chiu. 

Connolly discloses a fluid storage tank and method of assembly comprising a tank frame 
and a tank liner, the tank frame has a plurality of vertical supports, a plurality of lower cross 
members and a plurality of upper cross members, the vertical supports have upper and lower 
brackets, as stated in the specification in col. 1, lines 59-66 a bracing not shown may be used to 
provide a collapsible structure with a clevis pin and spring retaining clip, as stated in col. 1, line 
67 - col. 2, line 1, the fittings and fixings may be of molded PVC. The brackets allow relative 
angular motion between the vertical supports and the upper and lower cross members, 
respectively. Each upper cross member is placed within a liner sleeve as such sleeves are 
detailed in Fig. 3a, 3b, 3c and 3e and the arrangement shown in Fig. 1 shows that each upper 
cross member is supported. Connolly teaches the invention except for the polygonal shape. 
Chiu teaches a polygonal shape for both the liner and the configuration of the upper cross 
members and upper brackets. It would have been obvious as a matter of design choice to modify 
the shape to be polygonal to provide an aesthetically pleasing appearance. It would have been 
obvious to modify the configuration of the lower cross members and lower brackets to be a 
polygon of the same size and number of sides as the upper configuration to provide a 
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corresponding size and shape to insure that the vertical supports are perfectly upright and the 
entire frame structure is well aligned. 

Re claim 3 and 20, it would have been obvious to provide less than 1 1 0 pound weight of 
the liner and frame and the capacity of greater than 1000 gallons would have been obvious as a 
matter of engineering optimization by using lightweight yet high strength materials and 
optimization of the height and width dimensions to provide the desired capacity. 

Re claims 5-7, 22-24, 40 and 41, Official notice is taken that providing a carrying 
container for a portable structure is well known. It would have been obvious to provide a 
carrying container to provide the convenient and efficient transport of the fluid storage tank. 

Re claims 34-37, Official notice is taken that fire fighting is well known and the use of 
portable fluid storage tanks to assist in fire fighting is also well known. It would have been 
obvious to use the portable fluid tank for fire fighting since the components are light in weight, 
high in strength and easy to assemble, disassemble and transport. 

Claims 8-12 and 25-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Connolly in view of Chiu as applied to claims 1 and 17 above, and further in view of Gillebaard, 
Jr. ('702) (Gillebaard). 

The combination discloses the invention except for the bracket tabs received within the 
open end of a cross member. Gillebaard teaches a similar fluid storage tank with PVC pipe 
connections. As shown in Fig. 3 and 4, the pipe connector forming a bracket at the top of each 
vertical support is shaped to be smaller at its tabs such that it is received within the open ends of 
the upper cross members. It would have been obvious by design choice to modify the tab ends 
of the upper brackets to be of smaller configuration than the open ends of the upper cross 
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members to conceal the tab ends when the frame is constructed to provide an aesthetically 
pleasing appearance. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Stephen J. Castellano whose telephone number is 571-272-4535. 
The examiner can normally be reached on increased flexibility plan (IFP). 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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